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ANDREW EDMISTON 


Andrew Edmiston, Esq., of Scotch -Irish ancestry, 
late of the lower Levels, is the subject of this 
biographic memoir. The immediate ancestry of the 
Edmiston relationship is traceable to Matthew 7 Edmis¬ 
ton, who came to Augusta County, Va., from Chester 
County, Pa., among the earliest settlers of Augusta 
County, about 1740, or very soon thereafter. 

James Edmiston, a son of Matthew the ancestor, 
was one of six children and was born in 
County, October 7, 1746, and died October 7, 1817 
James Edmiston’s wife was Jane Smith, from 
who was born October 17th, 1746, 

20th, 1837, aged 91 years. Andrew Edmi 
James, was born July 22d, 1777. 

Soon after his marriage with Mary 
January 8th, 1807, Mr Edmiston 
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she was a daughter of the first 
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g, born October 17th, 





Mrs Polly Edmiston 
a bride at 17 y 



January 2 , 1877, survivin 





was 





ond wi 


years. James Gilliland, her 
Augusta County, March 16th, 174 
14th, 1844, near Falling Spring, 

, aged 95 years. He married for 
Mrs Jane Smith Edmiston, the widowed 




mother of Andrew Edmiston, in February, 1819. Bv 
this marriage Mr Gilliland became Andrew Edmiston's 

step-father, as well as father-in-law, a relationship so 
unique as to challenge a parallel in the history of Po¬ 
cahontas marriage relationships. 

This James Gilliland’s father was named Nathan 
Gilliland, about whom we have no particulars. By 
the first marriage there were six sons, Robert, James, 
Nathan, William, Samuel, and George; and six daugh¬ 
ters, Jane, Sarah, Elizabeth, Nancy, Lydia, and Mary 
(Polly), the last named the wife of Andrew Edmiston. 

What lends interest to what has just been said about 
James Gilliland’s first family is the fact that there are 
cogent reasons for believing that Hon. Mark Hanna, 
of Ohio, is a descendant of one of the above na 
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interesting to mention that Andrew Ed 
ineal descendant of ‘Sir David Edmis 

1st of Scotland; also of Sir 
bearer of the royal colors 
muir, (1715). In the 
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le of lung s 
were good Confederate soldiers 

the States. 




ate 







Mr and Mrs Ediniston were the 
and live daughters: Lydia, Elizabeth, 

Mary, James, George, Matthew, Andrew 
William. 

# 

Lydia Ediniston was married to Richard 
grandson of John McNeel the original settler 

Levels, and lived near Millpoint. 

Elizabeth Ediniston became Mrs James Gilliland 
of James, Senior, and settled in Davies County, 
Jainesport, a town of 1200 population, was located on 
his farm, and hence was called Jainesport. 

» 

Jane Ediniston became Mrs Abram Jordan, men¬ 
tioned elsewhere as having gone west. So far as 
known to the writer, she is now living in Kansas with 
her daughter, Mrs William Renick. 

Martha Ediniston married Franklin Jordan, and set- 

O'- 

tied in Missouri, where she died leaving no surviving 
children. 

Mary Ediniston was an invalid all her life and 
married. She went with her brother George Edmiston 
Missouri. 





Matthew Ediniston married Minerva 

settled there. His name 
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tory of our State as one of the 
our native born public characters, 
and Government of West Vii 
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of this 



man as follows: 
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was born September 9, 
Pocahontas County, where 
common school education, he was 

our years after he removed to 
i later he represented in both branche 
Assembly of Virginia. In 1852 
chosen a judge of the circuit court, in which position 
he continued until 1860. He was elected to a seat in 





Constitutional Convention of 1872, but because of 
ill health did not qualify. He was appointed a judge 

of the Supreme Court of Appeals in 1886, but one year 
before his death. Judge Edmiston died June 29th, 
1887, at his home in Weston, Lewis County.” 


Judge Matthew Edmiston reared a large family. Of 
inis fve sons, four became physicians and one a lawyer. 
Each distinguished himself with marked credit in both 
private and professional life. One by one they ful- 



the destiny of their career and answered the final 
summons of life, until to-day but one survives. He 

possesses the distinction of having been named for the 
subject of this sketch. Hon. Andrew Edmiston re¬ 


sides at Weston, Lewis County. Of him well 
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usefulness.” 




has been a life of great influence 
Possessing in a marked degree 
and attributes of manhood w 

the Edmiston family 
e to the name. Electin 
eminent father, he 
igh calling of the law. 













and state-craft, he 



advanced in 







the public until he has 
monument of honor and influence 
future time to his worth and 
engaged in the discharge of the duties 
litical office or in the less prominent walks 
has always served his constituency alike w 
unfaltering fidelity. The name of Audi 




of Weston, is conspicuously identified with 
history of West Virginia. To few men is 
wide power and influence. 








political 
iven such 




James Edmiston married Mary Hill, daughter 
Thomas Hill. He lived a number of years near Mill- 
point, on the farm now held by C. Edgar Beard. 
Edmiston was a member of the Pocahontas Court, and 
for years was prominent in county affairs. Late in 
life he went west. Mrs Minerva Beard, of Lewisburg, 
is his daughter. 

George Edmiston manned Mrs Nancy Callison, relict 


of Isaac Callison, and a daughter of John Jordan 
lived many years at the homestead. H 


and 


e 


was 





enterprising man, and was engaged in many 
enterprises with the late Colonel Paul 
finally moved to Missouri, where his family 
Andrew Jackson Edmiston married 
daughter of James Edmiston, 
Edmiston, brother of Andrew Edmiston 
decease of her husband, Mrs Edmiston 

Jackson Jones, of Nicholas 
William Edmiston, the youngest 
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time with Judge 
attended school. He 
Dunlap, principal of the 

When -he attained his 






Missouri with Anthony G. 

in Missouri waters he 









died on the boat. The towns 
in a very rigid manner, and all landin 
Hence the crew were compelled 



quai 

was 


bury their passenger at a lonely, uninhabited spot, not 
very remote from St. Charles, Mo. His friend Jordan 
went ashore to assist in the burial, but would not re¬ 
turn to the boat, and finished his journey to Davies 
County on foot, after successfully eluding the quaran¬ 
tine guards by keeping away from the public routes of 
travel. 





In his youth and early manhood Andrew Edmistou 
seems to have had a consuming passion for athletic ex¬ 
ercises, boxing, wrestling, and feats of muscular en¬ 
durance. There was living at the time one Thomas 
Johnson, near the head of Stony Creek, who claimed 

the champion hard hitter of all that region, 
young Edmiston’s exploits as an athlete, 

created some doubt as to which was the 
to settle the question the ambitious 
ion sent a challenge to 
Levels, that if he would meet 
though he might be t: 
he would soon 
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Creek if be just dared 
This fired young Edmistoa 
nace we read of in 
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it rest but he did not 






and so he set out by the light of the morn in 















He walked from his home near 
Smith’s, head of Stonv Creek— fifteen or moi 
before breakfast to dispute the question of “ 
with Tom Johnson on his own Stony Creek gr 
W ithout stopping for rest or breakfart he si 
Johnson, tooth, fist, and toenail. In the first 
Johnson landed a terrific blow on Edmiston’s shoulder 
that dislocated Edmiston’s arm, and yet he continued 
the contest until he saw his opportunity, and overpow¬ 
ered Johnson until he called out enough. 

John Smith then took charge of the victor, the now 
best man of Stony Creek and the Levels, and gave 
him his breakfast, and by noon he was back at Locust. 
He felt the effects of that dislocation all of his subse¬ 
quent life. Slight exertion would ever after make his 
injured arm fly out of place at the shoulder. 

In his later years he professed a change of 
became a member of the M. E. Church, 
was respected by all who knew him best, i 

Mr Edmiston died April 15th, 





When the dying day came, when 


genuine. 

87 years. 

over to the bright forever, it 
had nothing to do but to die. God 

time of old age, nor forsaken 
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JEREMIAH FUEL. 

The Friel relationship trace their ancestry to one 
Daniel O Friel, a native of. Ireland, who probably 
came to Augusta county with the Lewises, 1740. He 
settled on Middle River, between Churchville and 
Staunton. His children were James, William, Jere¬ 
miah, and Anna. James O’Friel went to Maryland, 
Eastern Shore. William settled in Highland County. 
Anna became a Mrs Crawford and lived in Augusta. 

Daniel O’Friel seems to have been a person of con¬ 
siderable means. lie sold his property for Continental 
money, with a view of settling in Kentucky. The 
money being repudiated, he was unable to carry out 







Upon Jacob Warwick’s invitation, Jere- 

O Friel came to Clover Lick. Mr Warwick gave 
on Carrieh Ridge. This land was exchanged 
with Sampson Matthews, Senior, for lands on Green- 

occupied in part by his descendants. 

Friel’s wife was Anna Brown, daughter of 
who was living at the time on 
Their first home was on Carrich 
r lived on the river. 

.Daniel, Josiah, John, 

, and Jennie. 
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